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Government accountability

Ms. Jessica Bell: Down south, President Trump is dismantling democracy day by day—defying
congressional votes, ignoring court rulings, and directing law enforcement to target American
cities and citizens.

We are not the United States, but here in Ontario, the Conservatives have taken many steps to
undermine democratic norms. Let me give you some examples: ramming through far-reaching
omnibus bills at breakneck speed; banning public participation in committee hearings; stripping
school board trustees of their job to oversee the operation of our schools; setting up special
economic zones exempt from democratically decided local rules and regulations; forcing
municipalities to bring in strong-mayor powers so one mayor can overrule decisions made by
the majority of city councillors; eliminating fixed election dates, giving themselves the sole and
distinct advantage of choosing when Ontarians go to the polls; overriding democratically
negotiated collective agreements and imposed wage suppression on public sector workers.

This growing list reveals a troubling disregard for the democratic principles that are fundamental
to Canada and Ontario.

Dismantling democratic institutions, concentrating power in the hands of cabinet and the
Premier, shutting down public input, secrecy, and a refusal to be accountable—this is not how
democracy is supposed to work—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ric Bresee): Members’ statements?
Skilled trades
Mr. Logan Kanapathi: This week marks Skilled Trades Week in Ontario.

I’m proud to share some good news from my beautiful riding of Markham—Thornhill. Enercare
Home Services has received $186,170 through the Ontario government’s $8.6-million Skills
Development Fund to support women in skilled trades. Last year, | visited one of the eight boot
camps that this fund supports for young women from grade 7 to grade 12. | was inspired by their
passion, commitment and enthusiasm. This program opens doors to rewarding careers and
builds their confidence through hands-on experience and mentorship in plumbing, electrical and
HVAC trades.

Our government has also supported other innovative training programs in 2024-25 in Markham—
Thornhill. Voyzant Inc. created 160 jobs in travel and tourism with $1.144 million through the
Ontario leads the way program. JVH Masonry Ltd. will deliver a 12-month practical masonry
training program for 100 workers, including francophone and Indigenous participants, with
$1,031,303 in funding.

Under Premier Doug Ford and Minister Piccini, Ontario is strengthening its skilled workforce.
Thank you to the member for Scarborough Centre for passing—

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): The member for Whitby.

Remarkable Women at Queen’s Park

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Colleagues, as you will recall, | recently launched the
Remarkable Women in the Workplace initiative, a monthly recognition program celebrating the
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outstanding women who work for the Office of the Assembly. These individuals exemplify
dedication, professionalism and leadership in their roles, and this initiative is a small but
meaningful way to honour their contributions to the Legislature.

Today, | am pleased to draw your attention to the Speaker’s gallery and introduce our newest
honouree: Sheila Alfonso, accounts payable team lead in the financial services branch. Sheila’s
commitment to excellence is unwavering. She is constantly going above and beyond to ensure
her team meets critical deadlines, even in high-pressure situations. Her mentorship and support
of her colleagues foster a culture of growth and empowerment, and her integrity and problem-
solving skills make her a role model not only in financial services, but across the assembly.

Sheila, | know you are very uncomfortable with all this attention, but it is well deserved.

On behalf of all members and staff, | extend our heartfelt congratulations and gratitude to
Sheila.

Thank you for your remarkable service to Ontario’s Parliament.
Subventions destinées a I’éducation / Education funding

M™e Lucille Collard: Madame Speaker, les conseils scolaires francophones de I'Ontario font
face a une double crise : il y a une pénurie d’enseignants importante et un manque d’écoles
partout en Ontario. D’ailleurs, les conseils scolaires francophones sont ici aujourd’hui pour le
rappeler au gouvernement.

Pendant que la demande pour une éducation en francais continue d’augmenter, le
gouvernement distribue des millions de dollars du « Skills Development Fund » a des amis
politiques plutdt que d’investir dans notre systéme d’éducation.

Alors, je vais demander au ministre de I'Education : quand ce gouvernement va-t-il enfin investir
dans les enseignants et les écoles dont nos communautés francophones ont désespérément
besoin?

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): The Minister of Francophone Affairs.
L’hon. Caroline Mulroney: Je remercie la députée pour sa question.

On sait trés bien que la pénurie des enseignants ici en Ontario est un probléme trés grave.
Malheureusement, ce n’est pas juste un probléme qui affecte I'Ontario; c’est un probleme a
travers le Canada. Et c’est pour ¢a que notre gouvernement a pris des mesures trés
importantes pour remédier a ce probleme.

En 2021, nous avons lancé pour la premiére fois en Ontario la Stratégie ontarienne de
recrutement et de rétention du personnel enseignant de langue francaise. Madame la
Présidente, nous avons investi plus de 30 millions de dollars depuis 2021 dans cette stratégie.
Nous soutenons la création de nouveaux programmes de formation a I'enseignement en langue
francaise a I'Université d’Ottawa et a I'Université de I'Ontario frangais, ainsi que I'augmentation
des inscriptions dans ces établissements.

De plus, madame la Présidente, on a développé un portail en ligne qui a permis a plus de 350
enseignants francophones formés a I'étranger a obtenir leur certification d’enseignement ici en
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Ontario. On continue a investir dans ces stratégies. C’est un probléme que nous allons
remédier.

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Back to the member from Ottawa—Vanier.

M™e Lucille Collard: Without qualified teachers or proper facilities, there’s no quality education
and no equality of opportunity. French-language education is not a privilege; it is a right
protected by law. But this government prefers to talk about accountability while failing to be
accountable for its own misuse of public funds—and what misuse have we learned today.

So again, | will ask the minister: When will the government do what'’s right—invest in teacher
training, retention and school infrastructure—instead of rewarding political allies?

L’hon. Caroline Mulroney: Je ne sais pas si la députée a écouté la réponse que j'ai donnée a
sa premiére question, parce que dans cette réponse, elle a vu qu’on a investi plus de 30
millions de dollars. Notre gouvernement, pour la premiére fois dans I'histoire de I'Ontario, prend
ce probléme au sérieux, avec le développement d'une stratégie dédiée a la formation et a la
rétention d’enseignants francophones en Ontario.

Nous avons créé des centres. On a créé le portail en ligne qui a permis a plus de 350
enseignants francophones qui sont formés a I'étranger a obtenir leur certification ici. On a
méme créé des services de mentorat et d’accompagnement professionnel qui ont bénéficié a
plus de 1 500 enseignants pour qu’on puisse les accompagner quand ils viennent ici en Ontario
et au Canada.

Mais encore plus important, on travaille avec le gouvernement fédéral a I'Université de I'Ontario
frangais et a 'Université d’Ottawa pour créer des programmes de formation pour les
enseignants. C’est un programme trés populaire, madame la Présidente, parce qu’il y a de plus
en plus de gens qui veulent devenir des enseignants francophones—

The Speaker (Hon. Donna Skelly): Question?



